
 

	
 
 

Course Three: The Cultural Pillar of Family 
 

Lesson Four: Family and Covenantal Faithfulness 
 
Opening: By examining God’s family, we are able to set a new evaluation upon the nuclear 
family unit. Based upon insight into the eternal heart of God, human families are to be viewed in 
the honor which God bestowed upon them. They are not designed solely to meet the needs of the 
human heart, although they do. They are not intended exclusively to further the species, although 
they do. Families on earth mirror God’s family. Therefore, the three main requirements for a 
family are: covenantal faithfulness, securing of the seed line for the council, and stewarding the 
will of heaven through management of assets. This class will discuss the first requirement.  
 
I Covenantal faithfulness in the heavenly family 

 
A Mankind’s requirement to remain faithful to God  

   
1 Adam and Eve 

 
2   God’s inheritance in His son, Israel 

 
3   God’s inheritance in His son, Jesus 
 

B Judgment meted out in terms of covenantal faithfulness 
  

1 First couple – expelled from Garden 
 

2 Rebellious elohim – expelled from heavenly council 
 

3 All nations and all people – “who worship and serve the creation more than 
the Creator” (Rom. 1:18-32) 

 
C Unfaithfulness to covenant – termed adultery and whoredom 

 
1    Jeremiah 3:6-10, “The LORD said also unto me in the days of Josiah the king, 

Hast thou seen that which backsliding Israel hath done? She is gone up upon 
every high mountain and under every green tree, and there hath played the 
harlot. And I said after she had done all these things, Turn thou unto me. But 
she returned not. And her treacherous sister Judah saw it. And I saw, when for 
all the causes whereby backsliding Israel committed adultery I had put her 
away, and given her a bill of divorce; yet her treacherous sister Judah feared 
not, but went and played the harlot also… through the lightness of her 
whoredom, that she defiled the land, and committed adultery…”  

 



 
 
 
2    Jeremiah 5:7, “How shall I pardon thee for this? Thy children have forsaken 

me, and sworn by them that are no gods: when I had fed them to the full, they 
then committed adultery, and assembled themselves by troops in the harlots' 
houses.” 

  
3    II Chronicles 21:11-13, “Moreover he (Jehoram) made high places in the 

mountains of Judah, and caused the inhabitants of Jerusalem to commit 
fornication, and compelled Judah thereto. And there came a writing to him 
from Elijah the prophet, saying, Thus saith the Lord God of David thy father, 
Because thou hast not walked in the ways of Jehoshaphat thy father, nor in the 
ways of Asa king of Judah, 13 But hast walked in the way of the kings of 
Israel, and hast made Judah and the inhabitants of Jerusalem to go a whoring, 
like to the whoredoms of the house of Ahab …” 

  
4    Isaiah 57:3-8, “But draw near hither, ye sons of the sorceress, the seed of the 

adulterer and the whore. Against whom do ye sport yourselves? against whom 
make ye a wide mouth, and draw out the tongue? are ye not children of 
transgression, a seed of falsehood, Enflaming yourselves with idols under 
every green tree, slaying the children in the valleys under the clifts of the 
rocks? Among the smooth stones of the stream is thy portion; they, they are 
thy lot: even to them hast thou poured a drink offering, thou hast offered a 
meat offering. Should I receive comfort in these? Upon a lofty and high 
mountain hast thou set thy bed: even thither wentest thou up to offer sacrifice. 
Behind the doors also and the posts hast thou set up thy remembrance: for 
thou hast discovered thyself to another than me, and art gone up; thou hast 
enlarged thy bed, and made thee a covenant with them; thou lovedst their bed 
where thou sawest it.” 

 
 D Covenantal Faithfulness – Commandments one and two 
 

1 Exodus 20:3, “Thou shall have no other gods (elohim) before me.” 
 
2    Exodus 20:4-6, “Thou shalt not make unto thee any graven image, or any 

likeness of anything that is in heaven above, or that is in the earth beneath, or 
that is in the water under the earth: Thou shalt not bow down thyself to them, 
nor serve them: for I the LORD thy God am a jealous God, visiting the iniquity 
of the fathers upon the children unto the third and fourth generation of them 
that hate me; And shewing mercy unto thousands of them that love me, and 
keep my commandments.”  

 
II Covenantal Faithfulness in the Nuclear Family 
 
 A Faithfulness – first requirement in family 
 
 B Nuclear family – God’s basic building block for God’s family 
 
 
 

 
 



 
 
 
 

1 Beginning – one man and one woman 
 

a Genesis 2:18, 22, “It is not good that man should be alone, I will make a 
help meet for him … and the rib, which the Lord God had taken from 
man, made he a woman, and brought her unto the man.” 

 
b Matthew 19:3-6, “The Pharisees also came unto him, tempting him, and 

saying unto him, Is it lawful for a man to put away his wife for every 
cause? And he answered and said unto them, Have ye not read, that he 
which made them at the beginning made them male and female, And said, 
For this cause shall a man leave father and mother, and shall cleave to his 
wife: and they twain shall be one flesh? Wherefore they are no more 
twain, but one flesh. What therefore God hath joined together, let not man 
put asunder.” 

 
2 Restoration plan – seed of woman (Gen. 3:15, “And I will put enmity between 

thee and the woman, and between thy seed and her seed; it shall bruise thy 
head, and thou shall bruise his heel.”) 

 
3 Family Units – based upon covenant  

 
a Covenant of blood (Passover, new covenant, marriage covenant) 

 
c Marriage covenant 
  

(1) Cut with oath 
(2) Cut by vow 
(3) Cut before monopolistic agency 
(4) Death pledge  

 
4 Holy Matrimony – Commandment 7, “Thou shall not commit adultery” 

 
a Requirement of fidelity to spouse 
 

(1) Boundary around interpersonal sex 
(2) Forbidden sexual acts: Premarital, extra-marital, homosexual, bi-

sexual, incestuous acts, and bestiality (Deut. 22:22-29; Lev. 18:6;  
Ex. 22:19; Rom. 1: 24-27; Heb. 13:4) 

 
b Analogous of God and His people 

 
(1) Christ and the church (Eph. 5: 29-33) 
(2) Bride and the bridegroom (Is. 62:5; Mt. 9:15; Jn. 3:28) 

 
 
 
 
 
 



 
5 Family – ordained and defined by God 

 
a One man and one woman 
 

(1) Husband’s role – Ephesians 5: 25-31, “Husbands, love your wives, 
even as Christ also loved the church, and gave himself for it; That he 
might sanctify and cleanse it with the washing of water by the word, 
That he might present it to himself a glorious church, not having spot, 
or wrinkle, or any such thing; but that it should be holy and without 
blemish. So ought men to love their wives as their own bodies. He that 
loveth his wife loveth himself. For no man ever yet hated his own 
flesh; but nourisheth and cherisheth it, even as the Lord the church: 
For we are members of his body, of his flesh, and of his bones. For this 
cause shall a man leave his father and mother, and shall be joined unto 
his wife, and they two shall be one flesh.” 

 
(2) Wife’s role – Ephesians 5: 22-24, “Wives, submit yourselves unto 

your own husbands, as unto the Lord. For the husband is the head of 
the wife, even as Christ is the head of the church: and he is the saviour 
of the body. Therefore as the church is subject unto Christ, so let the 
wives be to their own husbands in everything.” 

 
b Children – procreation and adoption 
 

(1) Parental role – providing, protecting, nurturing, training, maturing, 
procuring inheritance 

(2) Child’s role – Ephesians 6:1-3, “Children, obey your parents in the 
Lord: for this is right. Honour thy father and mother; (which is the 
first commandment with promise;) That it may be well with thee, and 
thou mayest live long on the earth.” 

 
D New family units 

 
1 Genesis 2: 24, “Therefore shall a man leave his father and his mother and 

shall cleave unto his wife, and they shall be one flesh.” 
 

2 Responsibility at local level 
 

E Covenantal Unfaithfulness and Divorce 
 

1 Jeremiah 3:8, “…And I saw, when for all the causes whereby backsliding 
Israel committed adultery I had put her away, and given her a bill of divorce.” 

 
2    Matthew 5: 31-32, “It hath been said, Whosoever shall put away his wife, let 

him give her a writing of divorcement: But I say unto you, That whosoever 
shall put away his wife, saving for the cause of fornication, causeth her to 
commit adultery: and whosoever shall marry her that is divorced committeth 
adultery.” 

 
 
 
 



 
 
 
 

3    Romans 7:2-3, “For the woman which hath an husband is bound by the law to 
her husband so long as he liveth; but if the husband be dead, she is loosed 
from the law of her husband. So then if, while her husband liveth, she be 
married to another man, she shall be called an adulteress: but if her husband 
be dead, she is free from that law; so that she is no adulteress, though she be 
married to another man.” 

 
Closing: Covenant is the basis of all interactions between independent, volitional beings.  
Covenantal faithfulness builds trust and sustainable relationship. The level of the covenant 
determines the degree of intimacy and longevity. God’s covenant with His family is everlasting.  
The nuclear family should reflect permanency as a true representation of God’s family. 


