
+ 

 
 

 

Course Eight: The Cultural Pillar of Arts and Entertainment  

 

Lesson Three:  Telling the Story through Arts and Entertainment 

  

Opening:  Arts and Entertainment use sights and sounds to communicate the stories.  The sight 

might be a moving body or a still canvas painting.  The sound might be a multi-instrument, 

orchestral symphony or the solo rapping of feet resonating from a tap dance.  Voices reciting 

lines of dialogs accompanied by elaborate musical scores provide sounds from live theater to the 

silver screen.  Endless options of sights and sounds can be combined and utilized for man to 

communicate with man.  The same idea is conveyed within the scriptures as God authenticates 

the use of sights and sounds when man communicates to God.  Sights and sounds make up the 

grand halal.   

 

I Psalm 150, “Praise ye the LORD. Praise God in his sanctuary: praise him in the firmament 

of his power. Praise him for his mighty acts: praise him according to his excellent 

greatness. Praise him with the sound of the trumpet: praise him with the psaltery and 

harp. Praise him with the timbrel and dance: praise him with stringed instruments and 

organs. Praise him upon the loud cymbals: praise him upon the high sounding cymbals.  

Let every thing that hath breath praise the LORD. Praise ye the LORD.” 

 

A Praise – halal (Hebrew), meaning to shine, to make a show, to boast, to celebrate, 

to give light and glory, to sing and to praise 

 

1 Where the halal is to offered 

 

a In the sanctuary 

 

b In the firmament 

 

2 The story to be told in the halal 

 

a His mighty acts 

 

b His excellent greatness 

 

3 Elements that comprise a halal 

 

a Sounds – trumpets, psaltery, harps, stringed instruments, organs , cymbals 

 

b Sights – dance 

 

 

 



 

 

 

 

 B Man – created to halal 

 

1 Designed by God to create sounds and make sights 

 

a Man – a soundwave-producing, vibration-creating machine 

 

(1) Lungs – wind producing instrument 

(2) Vocal cords and chambers in the mouth – control formation of wave 

(3) Hand clapping, feet stomping – percussion instrument 

(4) Ezekiel 28:13(b)-14(a), “The workmanship of thy tabrets and of thy 

pipes was prepared in thee in the day that thou wast created. Thou art 

the anointed cherub that covereth; and I have set thee so.” 

 

b Soundwaves carrying story out of body strike ear drum of one receiving 

the story 

 

c Soundwaves amplify when frequency increase and diffuse through 

destructive interference  

 

2 Man – a sight creating entity (visual arts and performing arts) 

 

 C Man – commissioned by God to create sound and sight appliances 

 

1 Re-creational activities – reformation of earth to aid in the halal 

 

a Wind instruments 

 

(1) Chambers designed to carry breath and form waves 

(2) Augmentation and enhancement of sound-producing phenomenon 

 

b Percussion instruments  

 

(1) Surfaces designed to create sound wave by striking 

(2) Augmentation and enhancement of sound-producing phenomenon 

 

c Sights of halal 

 

(1) Dancing 

(2) Implements to use while dancing – scarfs, flags, fabric 

(3) Augmentation and enhancement of sight producing phenomenon 

 

2 What man can create – man can use in the halal 

 

3 Halal – communication of the God’s story stamped upon the heart of the 

worshipper 

 

4 Communication of story man to man – uses same principles as the halal 

 

 



 

 

 

 

II The three stages of art 

 

A Stage #1 – sensing or perceiving  

 

1 Man connecting with the earth – materially or philosophically 

 

a Materially – walk on the ground, fly through the sky, hug a friend 

 

b Philosophically – thrill at a sunset, fear the sound of thunder, debate a 

concept with an opponent 

 

2 Man – designed to receive and communicate with world through the body 

 

B Stage #2 – relationship  

 

1 The process of internalizing 

 

2 Stimuli integrated and analyzed by internal story, values, beliefs 

 

3 Process by which a person’s internal image is being stamped on the new story 

being created 

  

C Stage #3 – reaction or creation stage 

 

1 Creation of art to tell the story 

 

2 Using tools at one’s disposal, creating new tools, utilizing tools over which one 

has mastery to create the art that will tell the story 

 

3 New creation bear’s image of creator 

 

4 Bible examples of three stages of art 

 

a King David’s dance before the ark – 2 Samuel 6:12-22 

 

(1) Sensing the stimuli – realization of long-awaited dream 

(2) Internalizing – anointing from Samuel, battles against enemies, history 

with King Saul, hiding in caves, crowning as king of both Judah and 

all Israel, prominence and popularity, prophecy by Nathan, failed 

attempt to retrieve ark, success exemplified by the current parade 

(3) Reaction – uninhibited, unrestrained, passionate dance 

 

b Miriam at Red Sea victory – Ex. 15:1-19 

 

(1) Sensing the stimuli – the armies of Pharaoh had just drown in the Red 

Sea 

 

 

 



 

 

 

 

(2) Internalizing – years of captivity, Abraham’s promise to occupy 

Canaan, recent plagues over Egypt, death of the first-born, release 

from slavery, pursuit by Pharaoh’s armies, supernatural parting of Red 

Sea, closing of waters upon the enemies 

(3) Reaction – Music (tambourines) and dance – spontaneous release of 

joy, celebration, thanksgiving, and the story of victory 

 

III Effect of the art and entertainment upon the culture 

 

 A The sights of halal and the light of worship 

 

1 Man – made to see and be seen – an activity that requires an environment of 

light 

 

2 Man – commanded to shine 

 

a God is original source of light 

 

(1) Genesis 1:3, “And God said Let there be light and there was light.” 

(2) Psalm 84:11(a), “The Lord God is a sun and shield.” 

(3) Isaiah 60: 19(b), “The Lord shall be unto thee an everlasting light.” 

(4) Daniel 2:22(b), “The light dwelleth with Him.” 

(5) I John 1:15(b), “God is light and in Him is no darkness at all  

 

b Delegated lights – day 4 of creation 

 

(1) Contained same properties for vegetation to thrive 

(2) Heavenly lights represent humanly rulers (David called light of Israel 

– II Sam. 21;17; king called light of the morning – II Sam. 23:4; 

David’s lineage promised to be light for Jerusalem – I Ki. 11:36; Jesus 

called to be light to the nations – Is. 60:1,3) 

 

c Believers called to be light to earth 

 

(1) Colossians 1:12, “Giving thanks unto the Father which hath made us 

meet to be partakers of the inheritance of the saints in light.” 

(2) Romans 13:12(b), “Let us therefore cast off the works of darknss and 

let us put on the armor of light.” 

(3) I John, 1:7(a), “Walk in the light, as he is in the light.” 

 

B Matthew 5:14-16, “Ye are the light of the world. A city that is set on an hill 

cannot be hid. Neither do men light a candle, and put it under a bushel, but on a 

candlestick; and it giveth light unto all that are in the house. Let your light so 

shine before men, that they may see your good works, and glorify your Father 

which is in heaven.” 

 

1 Principle:  When men shine for God, others will see God shining through their 

recreative good works and onlookers will glorify God 

 



 

 

 

 

2 Cause/Effect phenomenon of light bearing 

 

a Cause – true light/Effect – people respond to life forces 

 

b Cause – false light/Effect – harm to onlooker 

 

(1) Matthew 15:14(b), “They (the Pharisees) be blind leaders of the blind.  

And if the blind lead the blind, both shall fall into the ditch.” 

(2) Proverbs 29:2, “When the righteous are in authority, the people rejoice 

but when the wicked bear rule, the people mourn.” 

(3) Michal – refused the light of David’s shining and she was barren 

 

3 Entertainers called stars 

 

a Engage in activities of halal 

 

b People programmed to “hear” stories visually – Ps. 19 (see the shining) 

 

c Weight of sights and sounds sets value/worth-ship scales 

 

d Entertainment equivalent to light on lampstand 

 

e Light’s message can be darkness 

 

(1) Matthew 6:22-23, “The light of the body is the eye; if then your eye is 

true, all your body will be full of light. But if your eye is evil, all your 

body will be dark. If then the light which is in you is dark, how dark it 

will be!” (BBE) 

(2) Darkness presented as light in modern-day entertainment: 

Neo-paganism or paganism* - Religious practices that ascribe worship  

 to and practices of any deity or many deities (polytheism) outside  

 of the God of the Bible 

Moral relativism* – the belief that ethics (i.e. right and wrong) are  

 arbitrary and transitory, determined by, or relative to, the  

 individual or the culture. 

Occultism* – belief in or study of the action or influence of 

supernatural or supernormal powers 

Secular Humanist* - a religious worldview in which man is the  

measure; mankind is the ultimate norm by which truth and values

 are to be determined; all reality and life center upon human beings;  

man acts as god. 

Nihilism* – The philosophical view that the world, and especially 

 human existence, is without meaning, purpose, comprehensible  

    truth, or essential value. 

Immorality* – the state or quality of being without morals; wicked 

Blasphemy* – impious utterance or action concerning God or sacred  

 things; an act of cursing or reviling God.  

Profanity *– Language which profanes or defiles that which is sacred 



Obscenity* – foul, disgusting, offensive, lewd, and filthy language 

 

 

 

 

Licentiousness* – lacking legal or moral restraints, especially  

 disregarding sexual restraints  

Hedonism* – the doctrine that pleasure or happiness is the highest  

 good 

Atheism* – the theological state either of being without theistic beliefs  

 or of actively disbelieving in the existence of any deities  

 

Closing:  The question is not whether the studios of Hollywood, the stages of Broadway, the 

opera halls of Italy, or the ballet floors of Russia ought to shine.  These and other such citadels 

which produce the arts must shine; they cannot do or be anything else.  In our cause and effect 

scenario, the cause is settled – they shine.   But, what is the effect of their shining? Do men 

glorify God or are men led into a ditch?  If the light’s message is fornication, murder, theft and 

uncleanness, then the light of society is darkness.  And, how great is that darkness.  If the light’s 

message is edifying and causes men to enjoy the beauty and strength of the creation, the effect 

brightens the hearts and lives of the viewers.  If the artists will be filled with the light of God’s 

truth and will shine that light though their music, dance and drama, society will have a more sure 

beacon to guide people down life’s journey and toward the God of all light. 

 


