
 

 
 

 

Course Eight:  The Cultural Pillar of Arts and Entertainment 

 

Glossary of Terms 

 

 

Allegory – the expression by means of symbolic fictional figures and actions to 

communicate truths or generalizations about human existence  

 

Antagonist – the character in a story that opposes the protagonist 

 

Antihero a central character in a story, movie, or drama who lacks conventional heroic attributes 

 

Atheism – the theological state either of being without theistic beliefs or of actively disbelieving 

in the existence of any deities 

 

Biblical Theism – the view that assumes:  the existence of a transcendent, infinite, personal God 

who created the universe both animate and inanimate, spiritual and physical, separate from 

himself but not independent of him; the nature of God that is both transcendent (outside His 

creation) and immanent (present within it); the revelation of God to humanity through creation, 

the written word (the Bible), and the living Word (Jesus Christ); the being and purpose of man as 

created in God’s image, fallen, redeemed by Christ’s substitutionary sacrifice; the end of history 

as the victorious establishment of Christ’s everlasting kingdom 

 

Blasphemy – impious language or actions that curse, revile, mock or blaspheme God, His Holy 

Spirit, the Lord Jesus, or His church 

 

Christian Worldview – a view of reality based upon the infallible Word of God, which affirms 

that the Bible is entirely true and provides a foundation for all areas of life 

 

Culture – a particular form or stage of civilization; the act of cultivating with a view to 

improvement; the behaviors and beliefs characteristic of a particular social, ethnic, or people 

group 

 

Cursing – use of offensive or vulgar words; to speak a curse against someone 

 

Emotive –arousing or able to arouse intense feeling 

 

Existentialism – meaning in life is derived from subjective personal experience 

 

Fatalism – a doctrine that events are fixed in advance so that human beings are powerless to 

change them 
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Hedonism the doctrine that pleasure or happiness is the highest good 

 

Humanism – the belief that humanity is the highest of all beings and that truth and knowledge 

thus rest in science and human reason 

 

Immorality – the state or quality of being without morals; wicked 

 

Karma – doctrine in Hinduism and Buddhism that life is an endless cycle of birth and rebirth, 

that people are reincarnated in higher or lower forms according to what they have done 

 

Licentious – lacking legal or moral restraints, especially disregarding sexual restraints  

 

Materialism - a form of philosophical monism which holds that matter is the fundamental 

substance in nature, and that all phenomena, including mental phenomena and consciousness, are 

identical with material interactions 

 

Moral Relativism – the belief that ethics (i.e. right and wrong) are arbitrary and transitory, 

determined by, or relative to, the individual or the culture 

 

Neo-pagan  - religious practices that ascribe worship to and practices of any deity or many 

deities (polytheism) outside of the God of the Bible 

 

Nihilism – the philosophical view that the world, and especially human existence, is without 

meaning, purpose, comprehensive truth, or essential value 

 

Occult – belief in or study of the action or influencee of supernatural or supernormal powers 

including that these powers can be controlled by men 

 

Ontology – a subcategory of metaphysics; the philosophical study of existence and being 

 

Paganism – worship of demons, impersonal forces of nature, polytheism or many gods, 

pantheism or god is everywhere, dead ancestors or spirits; worship of any spiritual forces other 

than the eternal God of scripture 

 

Pantheism – god is everywhere in all nature and in all humans; god is one with all things 

 

Parable – simple story to illustrate a spiritual or moral lesson 

 

Patron Sovereignty – the right of patrons to determine what they want to spend their money 

upon; reflected in box office receipts  

 

Polytheism – the belief in many gods 

 

Postmodernism – a broad and somewhat ambiguous term used to describe a philosophical and 

cultural reaction to the convictions of Modernism (which is sometimes equated with Humanism). 

Postmodernism is the philosophical proposal that reality is ultimately inaccessible by human 

investigation, that knowledge is a social construction, that truth-claims are political power plays, 

and that the meaning of words is to be determined by readers not authors. In brief, reality is what 

individuals or social groups make it to be 



 

 

 

 

Premise – that which the story intends to prove 

 

Profanity – language which profanes or defiles that which is sacred or holy; usually involves 

taking the name of the Lord in vain 

 

Protagonist – a character that forces the action of the story 

 

Realism – the idea that universals have objective reality and that material objects exist in 

themselves, apart from the mind’s perception or consciousness of them; opposed to idealism, 

which holds that reality exist only in the mind 

 

Relativism  – the rejection of absolute truth; a denial that truth exists and that it can be known 

thus moving past the Word of God or constitutional law; truth exists in relation to culture, 

society or historical context and is, thus, not absolute 

 

Romanticism – doctrine that holds that god is immanent in nature and ourselves, therefore self-

fulfillment is the basis of morality; whatever enriches self must be good; exalts the senses and 

emotions over reason and intellect 

 

Secular Humanism – a religious worldview in which man is the measure; mankind is the 

ultimate norm by which truth and values are to be determined; all reality and life center upon 

human beings; man acts as god. 

 

Socialism – an economic system in which the ownership and operation of the means of 

production and distribution (land, factories, railroads, etc) are controlled by the government. 

According to Marxism, socialism (i.e. abolition of private property) is the transitional phase 

between capitalism and communism 

 

Storyline – the plot of the story; the events that make up a story or the main part of a story that 

relate to each other in a pattern or a sequence; the structure of a novel depends on the 

organization of events in the storyline 

 

Syncretism – the amalgamation or attempted amalgamation of different religious, culture, or 

schools of thought 

 

Worldview – a set of assumptions held consciously or unconsciously about the basic make-up of 

the world and how the world works; the grid, paradigm or glasses through which the world is 

viewed 

 


