
Ekklesia 2: The Tale of Two Families 

Chapter Two: God’s Heavenly Council 

Section Two: The Sons of God  

 

I Recapping the previous discussion on angels:  

 

A    God created the heavens and the earth in a framework of six days. (Gen. 1) 

 

1    Nothing material or immaterial existed before in the beginning, and God did not 

continue to create after it was finished.  (Gen. 1:31-2:3) 

 

2    All that was created was good. (Gen.1:31) 

 

B    Job 38:1-7: Then the Lord answered Job out of the whirlwind, and said: Who is this 

who darkens counsel by words without knowledge? Now prepare yourself like a man; 

I will question you, and you shall answer Me. Where were you when I laid the 

foundations of the earth? Tell me if you have understanding. Who determined its 

measurements? Surely you know! or who stretched the line upon it? To what were its 

foundations fastened? Or who laid its cornerstone, When the morning stars sang 

together, and all the sons of God shouted for joy?” 

 

1    Angels were present at the foundation of the earth 

 

2    The morning stars sang 

 

a    Stars are a representation or metaphor for delegated light, luminaries, leaders. 

b    The habitation of the stars is in the heavenlies. 

c    Stars are celestial bodies or entities.  

 

II The Job passage references angels as both shining stars and Sons of God. 

 

A    Sons is the English translation of the Hebrew ben (bene – plural). 

 

1 As an example – Rachel named her son Ben-oni (Gen. 35:18) meaning son of 

sorrow as she was dying at his birth, but his father changed his name to 

Benjamin, meaning son of my right hand.  

 

2 The bene elohim were the first family of God. 

 

B    God is the English translation of the Hebrew Elohim. 

 

1 Elohim is the first title given to God in scriptures found in Genesis 1:1, “In the 

beginning God (Elohim) created the heaven and the earth.” 

 

a    The word for elohim is el formed by the Hebrew letters aleph and lamed.  

b    Aleph  (א) looks like an oxhead and stands for strength, power, and force. 



c    Lamed (ל) looks like a shepherds staff and stands for authority over those 

entrusted to the care of another.  

d    Idea of title is that of a strong one with authority. 

e    Elohim is not so much a name but a title, and it is always written in the plural 

form but is both singular and plural depending upon its verb and use in a 

sentence.  

 

2 Elohim refers to spirit beings, both to God and to other spirit beings.  

 

a    II Kings 8:23, “And he said, LORD (Yahweh) God (Elohim) of Israel, there is 

no god (elohim) like thee, in heaven above, or on earth beneath, who keepest 

covenant and mercy with thy servants that walk before thee with all their 

heart.” 

b    Psalms 97:9, “For thou, LORD (Yahweh), art high above all the earth: thou art 

exalted far above all gods (elohim)” 

c    Elohim are spirit beings who dwell in heavenly dimensions who are strong 

ones with authority.  

 

3 Varius kinds of spirit beings are identified by the title elohim.  

a    Yahwey, the God of Israel (1000’s of times in Scripture). 

b    Angels who are called Sons of God (Job 38:7; Ps. 82:1,6) 

c    Gods and goddesses of other nations (Jug. 11:24; I Ki. 11:33). 

d    Demons (Hebrew shedim – Deut. 32:17). 

e    The deceased Samuel (I Sam/ 28:13). 

f    Angels or the Angel of the Lord (Gen. 35:7) 

 

4 There are no elohim are like Elohim; no gods like God. 

 

a    Ex. 15:11, “Who is like you among the gods, Yahweh?” 

b    Deut. 3:24, “What god (el) is there in the heaven or on the earth who can do 

according to your works and according to your mighty deeds?” 

c    I Ki. 8:23, “O Yahwey, God of Israel, there is not god (elohim) like you in 

the heavens above or on the earth beneath.” 

d    Ps. 97:9. “For you, O Yahweh, are most high over all the earth. You are 

highly exalted above all gods (elohim). 

 

5 Yahweh is the only elohim who deserves worship from the other elohim. 

 

 

III Psalm 82 gives a biblical view of Elohim and elohim.  

 

A    Psalm 82, “God (Elohim) stands in the congregation of the mighty; He judges among 

the gods (elohim). How long will you judge unjustly, And show partiality to the 

wicked? Selah Defend the poor and fatherless; Do justice to the afflicted and needy. 

Deliver the poor and needy; Free them from the hand of the wicked. They do not 

know, nor do they understand; They walk about in darkness; All the foundations of 



the earth are unstable.I said, “You are gods (elohim) And all of you are children of 

the Most High (beney elyon). But you shall die like men, And fall like one of the 

princes.” Arise, O God, judge the earth; For You shall inherit all nations. (NKJV) 

 

1 Note the underlined words where elohim is used as a singular noun. 

 

2 Note the italicized words where elohim is used as a plural noun. 

 

B The view of the text is that of a council or God presiding over the assembly of gods. 

 

1 Assembly not composed of human sons of God as men’s habitation is not in the 

heavenlies.  

 

a    Recall that the definition of elohim is beings who dwell in the heavenlies or  

other worldly dimensions who are strong ones with authority. 

b    These elohim are told they will die like men.  

 

2 These beings are real and the psalm depicts an actual scene rather than an 

allegory or a parable.  

 

a    Deuteronomy 32:17, “They (the Israelites) sacrificed to demons (shedim), not 

to God (eloah), to gods (elohim) whom they had not known.” 

b    This passage states that the elohim that Israelites worshipped were demons. 

c    Shedim (NT counterpart to daimonion) that were added to worship of idols as 

Israel entered new territories and encountered new elohim. 

d    Shedim were guardians or protective entities in territories. (More on this in 

future classes) 

e    Encounters with Michael, Gabriel, and other unnamed angels were 

encounters with real beings who can manifest themselves in human form for 

an assignment but whose domain is in the heavenly realm.  

 

3 These beings are real but they are not like Yahway Elohim.  

 

a    Deuteronomy states that there is no God besides Yahwey. 

b    Isaiah 47:8 reveals Babylon saying of herself that there is “none besides 

me.” 

c    Point of both passages: there is none that compares not that none other.  

d   It is incoherent to extol the superiority of Yahweh over beings that don; 

really exist.  

 

4 The bene elohim revealed in Job helping God at the foundation of the earth 

and the bene elohim a appearing at the divine council are both the angelic 

family, although the biblical narrative and the introduction of sin reveals 

all that were created good do not retain that original status. Sons of God 

were ordained to serve as part of the divine council.  
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