
Ekklesia 2: The Tale of Two Families 

Chapter One: The Call into Council 

Section Two: In Earth as it is in Heaven 

 

I The thesis of earth modeling heaven did not begin when Jesus spoke it but, rather, it 

began in the first chapters of Genesis. 

 

 A    Genesis 1:1 reads, “In the beginning, God created the heavens and the earth.” 

 

1    Only God, who is self-existent and eternal, was present. Eternal means without 

beginning and without ending. 

 

2    Every other material and immaterial place or being came into existence at a point 

in time. 

 

a    Creation came from ex-nihilo, which is a Latin phrase meaning out of 

nothing (John 1:1-3). 

b    “. . . Without him was not anything made that was made”. 

 

B    Before the beginning, there was nothing but God. 

 

1    The word beginning is the Hebrew feminine noun reshith, which is based upon 

the masculine noun rosh, meaning beginning, chief, head, and first. 

 

2    All the created universe followed after the beginning. 

 

a    On day one, scripture says that God created, which is the Hebrew word bara 

meaning to shape or create; and bara is only used of God, which indicates 

that only God can create from nothing. 

b    Asah, another word used for creating or making, can be used when speaking 

of the acts of God or of man, indicating that both God and man can make 

things out of pre-existing materials. 

c    Three times in Genesis 1, God creates something new from nothing – bara:  

the original creation of heavens and earth (Gen. 1:1), the creation of animals 

that possess a soul (Gen. 1:21), and of the creation of man and woman that 

possess soul and spirit (Gen. 1:27).  

 

3    From God’s creation (bara) of the heavens and the earth, God differentiated and 

made (asah) the firmament, the land, seas, heavenly lights, and earth’s 

vegetation and creatures.  

 

C    Recall that the earth was “without form and void.”. 

 

1    For the first three days, God ordered the heavens and the earth, meaning that He 

put the form into place.   

 



2    For the second set of three days, God filled the form, thus filling the void. 

 

3   The second set of three days corresponded to the first set of three days. 

 

II Heavens is the Hebrew masculine noun shamayim, which is always and only written in 

the plural. (Examples in English: sheep, fruit) 

 

A    God created the heavens, indicating both a singular heaven and a plurality of 

heavens. 

 

1 Stars shine from the heavens, but birds fly in another place also called heavens. 

 

2 Other passages depict God’s throne in the heavens (Is. 6; Ez. 1; 10: Rev. 4). 

 

3 In the original six-day creation, all the heavens were created. 

 

B    Within the framework of “in the beginning,” God’s heavens and all the angelic hosts 

who dwell with him in the heavens were created. 

 

1 All realms and all beings were created within the six-day creation week, and the 

seen and the unseen came from God’s bara and asah. 

 

2 Angels are not eternal, meaning that they are not without a beginning; and angels 

are divine spirits created by God. 

 

a    Nehemiah 9:6 reads, "You alone are the Lord. You have made the heavens, 

The heaven of heavens with all their host, The earth and all that is on it, The 

seas and all that is in them. You give life to all of them and the heavenly host 

bows down before You” (NASB). 

b    This passage clearly states that angels came into being by a creative act of the 

Lord and the text sets the creation of the angels into the context of the earth’s 

creation. 

 

3 The exact day on which the heavenly hosts were created is not stated within the 

creation narrative, but bible scholars postulate the following: 

a    Job states that the morning stars, which is a reference to the angels, were with 

Him and shouting for joy when He laid the foundations of the earth (Job 

38:4-7). placing the creation of God’s heavenly host sometime before day 

three. 

b    Other Bible scholars believe that angels were created on day two when the 

firmament marked a dividing line between God’s heavens and man’s 

heavens. 

c    Other theologians postulate that the angels were created on day one when 

God spoke light into being, this theory resting upon the fact that angels are 

described as beings of light (Ez. 1:13-14; Ps. 104:4; Heb. 1:7). 



 

 

C    Everything that was created was created within the six-day time period. “ Then 

God saw everything that He had made, and indeed it was very good. So the 

evening and the morning were the sixth day. Thus the heavens and the earth 

were finished, and all the host of them. And on the seventh day God ended his 

work which he had made; and he rested on the seventh day from all his work 

which he had made. Then God blessed the seventh day and sanctified it, because 

in it He rested from all His work which God had created and made. These are 

the generations of the heavens and of the earth when they were created, in the 

day that the Lord God made the earth and the heavens” (Gen. 1:31-2:4). 

 

1 This passage acts like an opposite bookend to the opening passage of Genesis 

1:1: “In the beginning God created” where, between both bookends, the reader 

finds the creation of everything that exists.  

 

2 The word generations is the Hebrew word toledoth, which is used ten times in 

Genesis and always means a genealogical registration, genealogies, generations, 

or order of birth. 

 

a    Toledoth is used about the lineage of Cain, of Seth, of Noah, and other men. 

b    The toledoth of the heavens and the earth are day one, day two, day three, 

day four, day five, day six, and day seven, which means consecutive days of 

each day following the one before it. 

c    Nothing that was created in the heavens or earth comes before day one and 

nothing that was created in the heavens or earth comes after day six, meaning 

that between the bookends are the generations of the heavens and the earth. 

 

D    All that was created was good (Gen. 1:31). 

 

III Before God took His sabbath rest and as His last act of creation, God made man. 

 

A    Formlessness and void had been replaced with formed and filled as God had worked 

in two sets of three days. 

 

B On each of the filling days, God set His delegated rulers into position. 

 

1 Example: On day three, God created the vegetation; while on day four, God 

made the heavenly lights needed to sustain the vegetation. 

 

2 As vegetation was created to thrive in God’s original light, the delegated light 

was designed to provide life-giving light that would equate to God’s life-giving 

light.  

 

3 The theme of delegated authority is again apparent as God gave all land animals 

power to procreate and power to occupy. 



 

C On day six, God gave delegated authority to mankind (Gen. 1:26-28). 

 

D God made man in His image and likeness, and Adam and his heirs would serve in a 

role of delegated authority to continue God’s will “in earth as it is in heaven”. 

 

1 The word image is the Hebrew word tselem, which is derived from a root that 

means to carve or to cut out. 

 

2 The word likeness is the Hebrew word demuth, which comes from a root 

meaning to be like. 

 

3 By using the two almost synonymous words of image and likeness together, God 

was stating that the image-bearer would represent the Creator. 

 

4 God’s image would serve as His ambassador or as His vice regent ensuring that 

the counsel of heaven would be enacted in the earthly realm. 

 

E    Man was more than God’s earth manager, as mankind was created to be God’s 

family; Adam was God’s son. 

 

1 Sonship and relationship are terms that help to further define image-bearing. 

 

2 Because scripture requires the earth is mirror heaven, the question must be asked 

if whether of not the heavenly realm also has image-bearing sons.  Indeed, it 

does! 

 


